
The library is very appreciative of the
generous support we receive from our 
many benefactors. This enables us to
expand our collections, and larger
donations of materials may be dispersed 
to smaller campus libraries, boosting their
collections and benefiting the students
considerably.  Donations of materials 
have been received recently from:

Dr Grant Cairns
John Miller
Dr Barry Carr
Cliff Picton
Emeritus Professor Elliot Forsyth 
Frank Purcell
Dr Alex Hyslop 
Lorraine Sterry.

Dr David Dorward, African Research
Institute, donated material for which there
are few holdings in Australia - various
African official publications from 1808-
1961, consisting of 585 reels of microfilm
and 206 fiche, and African journal titles.

The Heyward Library at the Bendigo
campus has received a significant collection
of books that were held in Bishop
Heyward’s private collection.
The Right Reverend Oliver Heyward was the
sixth Bishop of Bendigo from 1975 to
1991, and the library was officially named
the Heyward Library in 1986 to honour him
for his many years of service to the Bendigo
College of Advanced Education, as
President of the College Council.

Generosity appreciated
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The Borchardt Library at Bundoora 
is planning physical changes to the
layout of Level 1, enabling a more
effective response to both the needs of library clients of today
and the expanding digital environment in which we now operate.

The staff teams handling book and serial publications will be co-located on the western
side of the floor. This move will enable the library to implement space saving efficiencies,
eliminate unnecessary duplication of tasks, and provide multi-skilling and backup support
opportunities for the team members. It will also enable more staffing effort to be focussed
on accelerating the library’s move into the digital environment. 

The Serials Desk will close and assistance with serials-related inquiries will be further
consolidated at the service desks on Level 2. These desks already handle the majority of
inquiries related to serials in electronic format.

The changes will free up highly desirable additional space on Level 1, which will be used
to provide enhanced study and learning areas. The library intends to install additional
group study areas and group study rooms as well as attractive informal seating, and to
expand the access to wireless facilities. The changes will commence once the examination
period is over, with the majority of the work completed by the start of first semester 2006. 

Helen King, Associate Librarian

Level 1 prior to redevelopment:
work area on western side

Serials Desk on eastern side

Iris Perkins

The Sandhurst Mechanics Institute Library played 
an important role in nineteenth century Bendigo

Peter Thompson

Dorota Pudlowski

Accessing Australian
research online
Around 4,000 higher degrees are awarded
each year in Australia, but in common with
countries around the world the research
from which these emanate cannot be
accessed easily. 

At the first Library Forum on Scholarly
Publications, held at Bundoora in October,
Dorota Pudlowski, Metadata Services
Librarian, outlined a process which seeks to
redress the situation by digitising academic
theses and dissertations. A number of
programs have developed internationally
and a specifically Australian initiative,
which La Trobe has recently joined, is the
Australian Digital Theses Program. 
This allows not only the dissemination 
of research outcomes to the community
globally, but the researchers also benefit
from the raised profile and increased impact
of their research in the international arena.

The library team managing the project is
keen to increase the number of La Trobe
theses lodged online, and seek the support
of postgraduate supervisors in encouraging
their students to deposit their theses. At
present, the online submission of theses is
mandatory at twelve Australian universities
and others are considering making it so.
See details at http://www.lib.latrobe.edu.
au/thesis/index.php

Reconfiguring
the physical space

Evaluating 
business
information
In Semester 1 2005, three subject
librarians at Albury-Wodonga were
involved in the preparation and
delivery of a three week segment of 
the unit, Management Communication.  

The unit is offered within the School of
Business, and the library was asked to
prepare and deliver the content for one 
of four segments, on Researching
Communications, which examines the
core skills needed to locate and
evaluate relevant business information.
This allowed the development of specific
information literacy skills within the
core curriculum and complemented the
segment on written communication.

Heather Hulett, Linda Sheridan and
Chris Wanklyn gave 2 lectures and 18
tutorials to a cohort of 109 students
over a three week period. The content
was based on existing training
programs and was extended to 
provide more in-depth treatment. 
The experience gave the librarians a
broader understanding of delivering
courses: they mounted outlines of the
unit they were teaching on the
University’s courseware platform
WebCT, created a quiz on WebCT, and
set and corrected assessment tasks.

We would like to thank Dr. Lin Crase 
for the opportunity to be involved in 
a unit at the design and evaluation
stages, and to work closely with tutors
in the program. We also appreciate 
his acknowledgment that information
literacy skills are an important
component of academic and business
competence.

Linda Sheridan, Albury-Wodonga
Campus Librarian

Reconfiguring
the physical space

Electronic books expand
the online library
The growth of electronic resources has 
both transformed and complicated the
acquisition and servicing of library
materials, and an academic seminar on
electronic books was presented recently 
at Shepparton by the Campus Librarian,
Iris Perkins. While most academics and
students are less familiar with electronic
books, and individuals have been slow 
to purchase them, publishers are now
promoting the many advantages of this
format to libraries. 

The library has identified expansion of the
online library as an ongoing priority and
has established a working group to examine
purchasing models. The existing collection
of some 3,000 electronic titles consists
mostly of government publications or free
materials, identified by subject librarians as
useful resources for particular units. These
have been catalogued, with direct links to
the files from the catalogue record.  

Iris demonstrated some examples of e-books
in formats ranging from web-based
interface, pdf and gif files. Discussion
centred on how these would be used by
students. Advantages noted were:

• cross campus availability, allowing all
students access to the same resources

• ease of searching for key ideas 

• timely access with a title becoming
available more quickly than a hard copy 

• 24/7 access - particularly useful for 
off campus studies, when on clinical
placement, or just working at home 
when the library is closed.

This technology is not without problems,
such as the difficulty in reading large
amounts of text on screen, access possibly
restricted to one student at a time, and
copying and printing may not be allowed,
depending on the licence agreement.

The digital medium holds great promise 
for providing increased access to content.
Academic staff at Shepparton came away
from the seminar with enthusiasm for
choosing the online collection when
searching in the library catalogue and
recommending it to students as another
option for their studies.

Challenging
traditional views
of old libraries
They didn’t have web sites and computers,
but libraries of a hundred years ago were
much better organised than has previously
been assumed. That’s the message from a
recent research forum held at the Bundoora
campus library.

In “The Steam-driven library: rediscovering
the users and systems of a nineteenth
century library”, Peter Thompson from the
Bendigo campus library, challenged the
traditional view that the old libraries lacked
well-developed methods of organising
books and readers.

“The readers wanted fiction and
lots of it, and the library delivered”,

Peter explained in his presentation. In order
to be able to satisfy the demands of its
members, the library throughout the
nineteenth century developed finely honed
systems for its books and magazines, and
for controlling circulation.

Peter examined the surviving records of 
the Sandhurst Mechanics Institute Library,
which operated from 1856 to 1946 and
was one of the largest public libraries in
regional Victoria. He set out to build a
picture of a library that was central to 
the intellectual and leisure interests of the
townsfolk. The readers readily made their
demands clear through avenues such as 
a suggestion book and committee minutes.
Their suggestions ranged from acquiring
the latest scientific text book through to
keeping the library free of fleas.

“This shows how the readers
cared about the collection – and
often took issue with other readers
about the sort of place the library
should be”.

Peter hopes his work will help stimulate 
a re-assessment of the role these libraries
played in Australian library history.
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