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Abstract

The Sandhurst Collection comprises about 5500 books and bound journals, the
remaining items of the Sandhurst Mechanics Institute and Free Library. Because of
the age of the materias, and long periods of neglect, much of the material isin a
fragile state. The intention of the project is to catalogue the contents of the collection,
and to view the items as [bibliographic artefacts’- record in the database the unique
information contained within the physical items relating to its provenance, how it was
classified at different times, binding, and any indications of how the book was used by
the patrons of the library.

This paper describes the history of the collection, the scope of the project and
provides examples of the data to be eventually contained in the database. Subsegquent
projects stemming from this works are a so described.

1. The History of the Collection

The Sandhurst Collection is comprised of the remaining books and journals of the
Sandhurst Mechanics Institute and Free Library. The books date from the late 17003
through to the early 1900($ and number about 5500 volumes. They cover novels,
travel, history, and biography through to works of reference such as atlases and
encyclopaedias.

Thejournals are mainly popular titles such as Temple Bar, Blackwoods Magazine and
The Gentleman(s Magazine.

The Library was founded in 1854. It enjoyed a degree of success, and was an
important and valued part of the cultural life of the town in the years up to the
depression of the 1890(s.

At it[$ height it in 1889 it comprised some 14,000 volumes. The withdrawal of
adequate funding in the depression began along period of decline for library (Barker,
1994).

The Mechanics Institute closed in 1904. The School of Mines took on the
management of the library, as the School of Mines Public Library. It was an adjunct
to the operations of the school, the School seemsto have had no clear plan for the role
of the library in the community.

When it finally closed in 1946, the library and the museum of the School of Mines,
were generally seen as irrelevant to the needs of post-war Bendigo(Cusack, 1973).



Some of the library collection was given away, some discarded or pilfered, while the
rest was left to decay over the years.

With the revival of interest in heritage in the 1970LS, the collection became the focus
of considerable debate as various individuals and committees strove to decide how
best to manage and preserve the collection.

In the late seventies and early eighties, staff from the Bendigo College of Advanced
Education library endeavoured to rescue the remaining books of the collection. It was
eventually housed at the Heyward Library, BCAE, and named the Sandhurst
Collection.

2. The Collection Today

When the material was bought to the library much of it was found to be in such bad
condition that it was housed in the stack area of the library, and is effectively beyond
repair and barely usable as reading material. The rest of the material is housed in
closed-access in the technical services offices.

Funds were provided early in the 1980(s for the restoration of selected material, and
re-binding and restoration of material was undertaken. With great diligence and care,
Technical Services staff of the library were able to save much material from decay.

It needs to be understood that the state of the collection is such that even materials
that were repaired are to a degree brittle and fragile, and will not stand up to much
use.

The library is presently redeveloping a management policy for the collection, and
until that is completed the collection will not be openly available to users of the
library.

The present project began as an effort to definitively record the contents of the
collection in an authoritative and accessible way. The exact nature of the collection
was a mystery Cwere the books rare? How old were they? How was the collection
organised?

Printed lists were available, but because the lists lacked essential bibliographic details
such as publication dates, publisher or edition details, they did little to unlock the
nature of the library.

3. The Project

The Sandhurst Mechanics Institute and Free Library has been the subject of research a
number of times. Frank Cusack detailed the history of the Institute, and the story of
thelibrary in general termsin his 1973 book From Canvas to Campus : a history of
the Bendigo Institute of Technology. Lishi Kwazitsu included many details of the
library and institute in her 1989 PhD thesis Printing and the book and newspaper
press in Bendigo (Kwasitsu, 1989). Donald Barker detailed the financial history of
the Institute and library in his 1994 M.Arts thesis The Sandhurst Mechanics Institute
and Free Library 1854-1983.



Funding was provided through the research committee of the library to initiate the
first of two projects. Thefirst project would build a database detailing the contents of
the collection. The second would analyse the borrowing data from the early twentieth
century.

Aswork progressed on the database to detail the contents of the collection, | noticed
that many of the books had distinct characteristics and features which indicated
interaction with the library and the community outside the library, and which lent
uniqueness to each item. Although not a historian, | began to see each book as a

(i bliographic artefactCwhich may be able to tell us something about the library, its
readers and the community.

The current project isintended to answer the questions: What materials are in the
collection, and what unique information, apart from their actual content, reside in the
books? This trandates into two main tasks:

1 Record the essential bibliographic details of the collection in a database in
order to detail the exact contents of the collection.

2. Record for each title details which might indicate where or how the book
was obtained, binders, interesting physical details related to usage, and
how the book was classified within the library.

The first step was to design a database that would allow the collection to be accessed
and analysed by any interested user.

Once the design was complete, spreadsheets for immediate data recording were
established. These spreadsheets are currently the main repository for the data, but test
uploads to the data base confirm that the data files and interface are functional .

So far, datafor the novels, travel and poetry sections of the collection have been
entered.

4. The Information Recorded in the Database

The fieldsin the database record the following information:

4.1  Essential bibliographic details

The shelf number, author, title, publisher, place, date of publication and edition are
recorded. Although rather sparse by traditional library cataloguing standards, the
database is not atraditional library catalogue. Theintention isto have enough
information to properly identify the book, and no more.

4.2 Shelf numbering information

The collection is organised into broad subject categories. Each of these categories has
anumber range attached to it, asis shown below:



Novels, tales and sketches 1-1499

Voyages and travels 1500-2099
History and historical memoirs 2100-2499
Biography, speeches and correspondence | 2500-2899
Poetry and drama 2900-3199
Classic, Philology and education 3200-3399
Natural history 3400-3999
Philosophy, theology 4000-4399
Miscellaneous 4400-4899

This scheme was introduced in 1880, when the collection numbered about 10,500
volumes. Renumbering the collection would have been no small undertaking.

Apart from this scheme, there is clear evidence that three previous numbering
schemes were used by the library. It isinteresting to note that in the first twenty-five
years of the library’s life it was re-organised three times, but after the 1880 scheme
was introduced, it stuck with it for the next sixty-six years.

There are examples in the collection of each of these numbering schemes imprinted
on the spines of books.

Figure 1. Atypical title page, showing the various shelf numbers, aswell asa
donation note from“ Mayor Sullivan”, James Forrester Sullivan, the mayor of
Bendigo 1857-58.

Although the developments of Melville Dewey and Charles Ammi Cutter
revolutionised library organisation in the nineteenth century, these developments
passed the library by. Thisfact alone could point to alack of management directionin
the library.

The way the scheme worked was that each author was assigned a number within the
applicable subject area, with the authors being spread al phabetically throughout the
range.




